SUMMARY In a three-year prospective clinical study, 42 children aged between 1 and 12 years were found to have gonococcal vulvovaginitis. Epidemiological investigations showed that contaminated fomites-particularly bedclothing, underclothing, and towels-and precocious sexual intercourse were the important vehicles of transmission of gonococci to the genital tract of these children.
Introduction
Patients and methods 
CONTACT-TRACING
The members of the family of each child were asked to attend the clinic for examination, investigation, and treatment if necessary. The health sister in charge of the clinic was responsible for ensuring that members of the family of infected children attended the clinic. On a few occasions she had to visit the homes of the child's parents before they agreed to attend the clinic. The health sister also gave health education talks to parents, particularly on the modes of transmission and control of childhood gonorrhoea.
Results

CLINIC ATTENDANCES
During the three-year period, a total of 2900 new patients were seen at the STC; these consisted of 1773 male and 1127 female patients. Secondly, in Nigeria, where effective treatment for gonorrhoea is not generally and easily available, the disease is endemic; it is listed as the fifth cause of morbidity when all major notifiable diseases are considered (coming only after malaria, dysentery, measles, and pneumonia).
Thirdly, the socio-economic system in most developing countries still permits child labour, so that older children who cannot be maintained financially by their parents are sometimes hired out as housemaids or houseboys to families in the middle and upper economic strata of the community. These "servants" are usually left at home in charge of children while the parents are at work or attending social functions.
Lastly, polygamy is an acceptable way of living among many of the less educated and poorer people 
